SRR THE FADERAL GAZET IE.

Mr. Brown, - l

STEPPIN'S into the Philadelphia Library this merning,
1 was hithly gratified with viewing an elegant l’ictun:l
lately prefented by Mr. Samuel Jennings an eminen:
paih{cr in London, and fon to Mr. John Jebnings of this

city.—-The picce is 5 feet by 6—~—the principal fipure 1s
a beautiful female form reprefenting lLiberty, hightly robed
in white with the proper emblems fix'd ona wand over
bher head, and broken chains under ber feet—In her right
hand fhe' bholds a book lettered ¢¢ Catalogue of the Philadel
}ﬁhia Library” which partly refls on two others, leitcre |,
| Agricu!tuﬂ;—-f’ﬁic’uﬁrpﬁj, placedwon a marble pedeltal—on
the fame sround is a bne groupe of well dreflpd Africans
—a male figure, with the body proftrate, andwhead refting
on his hand indicating gratitude and devotion according;
to the {trongefll marks exhibited in the ecaftern countries
—another male figure lcaniog with the left arm on the
back of his comrade, with an earneflt coeuntenance of ad-
miration views the godde{s—the next is a female 1n the
moft expreilive, manner teltilying joy and thaokfulnefs!
whillh a fmall child feeming 1o lifp out the words libesty,|
clafps, and extends its hittle Lands towards the plealing
- objelt. . ._ N
Inthe back ground is a rural clufter of Africans fur-
rounding a May pole crowned with a garland, two of them|
dancing to the banjoe playced by an old negroe, whillt a
child on the grafs with a balket of fruit evinces their en-
wcvment of the bleflings of the f{oil. - -
|  In the move diltant parr, a river is delincated with
(hips under full {ail, patling by this {cene of joy and free-}
dom, exhibiting commerce unflained by flavery—a grand
fluted marble column of the Corinthian order forms the
left margin of the lpi(‘_-’!:u,lrr;- being ornamented with a
crimfon curtain, and appears part of a {uperb temple,
with a colonade in front formed of Tulcan pillars, repre-
fenting vhe firmnels of the temple of Liberty,
The fore ground is beautifully ftrewed with the various
\ emblems of the arts and {ciences—a globe exquifitely fi-
nifhed, and ¢levated ro the meridian of Penniyivania,
difplays the United States as occupying the important
part above the horizen, (a band{ome compliiment to A-
merica)-~an elegant lyre—a {eroll of mufic from. an ad-|
snired piece of Judas Maccabeus, with a purt of the
words, ¢ come ever [miling Liberty,”—a palate with
brufhes, and {prinkled with paint, covering a {croll from
whence a fkerch of’ heraldry peeps out—the cuapital of |
Corinthian column, and a bronze bult (perhaps of Eu-
clid) finely ]ﬁ&ured to exhibit architeCture and fculprure
—a brals telefcopz mounted expreflive of altronomy, |
with two charts filled with various figures in geometry &
mechanics, form a moft pleafing diltribution, whillt a
modeft fcroll in feint letters informsus ¢ S, Jennings pink
it 1792”—in fhort itis a picture beautitully filled but not
crouded. : :

It is impoflible for me ernther to do jultice ta the {kill of
the artift, or fufliciently to exprels the pleafure 1 receiv-
ed on viewing . this beavtiful painting, which 1 am rold
was prefented to the Library company in the moft hand-
fome manner. Decorated with an elegant gilt frame, the
picture affords a happy {pecimen of American genius—
and vill [ have no doubt meet the approbation of the
connoifleurs on this fide the Atlantic—in Eugland it was
fo much admired that I am told an engraving of 15 in-
ches by 18 is now preparing ; fhould 1t be executed in
that malerly manner which the origin.l merits, it will
certainly meet with a rapid fale, both heye and in En-
gland, where the pulfe of penuine liberty begins to beat
with a ftrong and animated throb. '

-1 ought nor to conclude without obferving that Penn-|
‘fylvania is defervedly honored by having the catalogue of
the Philadel phia Library placed in the hand of hiberty—
as the emancipation of rhe flaves undoubtedly had ics
origin from the labors and the writings of her citizens, !
C.




